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SUBJECT: SECRETARY’S COMMENTS TO NEWSPAPER EDITORS 


THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM TRANSCRIPT OF SECRETARY 
WITH ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
NEWSPAPER EDITORS FOLLOWING HIS ADDRESS TO THAT ORGANIZA- 
TION ON APRIL 10. 


Q: THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE CONROVERSY OVER BOTH THE 
MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC VALUE OF THE NEUTRON BOMB. YESTER- 
DAY YOUR COLLEAGUEAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, SECRETARY 
BROWN, SEEMED TO DOWN PLAY THE MILITARY IMPORTANCE OF THAT 
WEAPON AND HE ALSO SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT THERE WAS NO 
SPECIFIC CORRESPONDING CONCESSION OR CONCESSIONS EXPECTED 
FROM THE SOVIET UNION. YET TODAY YOU QUOTED AGAIN THE 
PRESIDENT'S PHRASE WHERE HE SAID THE ULTIMATE DECISION 
WILL BE INFLUENCED BY THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE SOVIET UNION 
SHOWS RESTRAINT IN ITS CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR ARMS 
PROGRAM AND, OF COURSE, DEPLOYMENTS. 
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COULD YOU BE A LITTLE BIT MORE SPECIFIC IN OUTLINING WHAT 
YOU CONSIDER TO BE EVIDENCE OF SUCH RESTRAINT ON THE PART 
OF THE SOVIET UNION? 


SECRETARY: THE KINDS OF THING THAT WE WOULD BE LOOKING 
TOWARD ARE THE KIND OF THINGS WHICH AFFECT HE SECURITY 
OF THE EUROPEAN REGION IN SUCH THINGS AS THE TANK FORCES 
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IN THE AREA, THE THREAT TO THE AREA WHICH ARISES FROM 
WEAPONS SUCH AS THE SS-20 BALLISTIC MISSILE AND OTHER 
ITEMS WHICH IT IS TOO EARLY YET TO DELINEATE. 

THIS IS A SUBJECT WHICH WE WILL BEDISCUSSINGWITH OUR 
ALLIES BECAUSE THESE ARE JOINT CONSERNSWHICHHAVE 
AND WE WILL FOLLOW THOSE TALKS WITH DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
SOVIE UNION ON THE KIND OF SEPS WHICH WE THINK WOULD BE 
AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE. WE HOPE VERY MUCH THAT THEY 
WILL BE RESPONSIVE. 

AS THE PRESIDENT SAID, ONE OF THE MAJOR FACTORS AFFECTING 
HIS ULTIMATE DECISION WILL BE THE RESPONSE WHICH WE SEEK. 

Q: IF WE CAN BELIEVE WHAT WE READ IN THE PAPERS, AND 
THIS AUDIENCE IS INCLINED TO DO SO, THE PRESIDENT MADE 
HIS DECISION ON THE NEUTRON BOMB AGAINST THE ADVICE OF 
MOST OF HIS SENIOR ADVISERS, INCLUDING YOU. 

DO YOU FEEL THAT AS YOU APPROACH THESE FORTHCOMING TALKS 
IN MOSCOW THAT YOU HAVE LOST AN IMPORTANT BARGAINING 
CHIP IN THOSE DISCUSSIONS? 

SECRETARY: NO. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE LOST WHAT 
YOU DESCRIBE AS AN IMPORTANT BARGAINING CHIP. 
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SECONDLY, LET ME SAY HAT THE PRESIDENT HAS INDICATED 
QUITE CLEARLY THAT THE DECISION WHICH HE HAS MADE IS 
HIS DECISION TO DEFER AND HE WILL BE LOOKING TO WHAT THE 
SOVIET RESPONSE MAY BE IN MAKING THE ULTIMATE DECISION 
AT SOME POINT IN THE FUTURE. 

THE DECISION WHICH THE PRESIDENT MADE IS A VERY DIFFICULT 
DECISION AND I SUPPORT HIS DECISION. IT IS A VERY AWE- 
SOME KIND OF DECISION TO HAVE TO MAKE, BUT I THINK HE 
MADE THE RIGHT DECISION ON THIS AND I DO NOT THINK IT 
WILL IN ANY WAY HINDER THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH I WOULD 
HAVE. 

Q: ...YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR REMARKS THE SERIOUS DIFFER- 
ENCES THAT STILL REMAIN IN NEGOTIATING THE SALT PACKAGE. 
COULD YOU TELL US, HOWEVER, WHETHER YOU EXPECT THAT 
THERE'S A REASONABLE CHANCE THAT YOU MIGHT WRAP UP SUCH 
AN AGREEMENT WHILE YOU ARE IN MOSCOW; AND, SECONDLY, 

WHAT CAN YOU TELL THE SOVIETS ABOUT THE EFFECT OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA - WHAT EFFECT THOSE ACTIVITIES MAY 
HAVE ON THE ULTIMATE LIKELIHOOD OF GETTING A SALT III 
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TREATY THROUGH CONGRESS HERE? 

SECRETARY: FIRST, LET ME SAY I DO NOT EXPECT TO WRAP UP 
A SALT AGREEMENT. I THINK, HOWEVER, WE HOPEFULLY CAN 
MAKE SOME PROGRESS DURING MY DISCUSSIONS IN MOSCOW. IT'S 
IMPORTANT THAT WE DO SIT DOWN AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS AND 
DISCUSS THESE REMAINING ISSUES TO SEE HOW MANY OF THEM 
CAN BE AGREED UPON AND THUS REMOVED FROM THE LIST OF OUR 
DIFFERENCES. 

I GUESS YOUR SECOND QUESTION WAS - 

Q: WHAT WILL YOU TELL THE SOVIETS ABOUT THE LIKELY EFFECT 
OF THEIR ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA AND OTHER PLACES ON 
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SECRETARY: WELL, AS I HAVE SAID ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS 
BEFORE, THERE IS NO LINKAGE BETWEEN THE NEGOTIATION OF A 
SALT AGREEMENT AND THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SOVIET UNION IN 
AFRICA. THE REASON FOR THAT IS THAT THE NEGOTIATION OF A 
SALT AGREEMENT IS CENTRAL TO THE SECURITY OF BOTH OF OUR 
NATIONS AND TO THE PEACE OF THE WORLD. IT SHOULD BE 
NEGOTIATED ON ITS OWN TWO FEET, AND WE WILL DO THAT. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT WE 
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF SUCH LARGE NUMBERS 
OF CUBAN AND SOVIET FORCES, PARTICULARLY IN THE HORN OF 
AFRICA, AND I WOULD ASSUME THAT THAT WOULD BE ONE OF THE 
ITEMS THAT WILL COME UP FOR DISCUSSION BECAUSE I WILL BE 
DISCUSSING NOT ONLY SALT BUT A NUMBER OF OTHER ITEMS. 

Q: HOW DID THE WHITE HOUSE OR THE STATE DEPARTMENT DIS- 
POSE OF THE MORAL QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE ENHANCED 
RADIATION DEVICE AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE PRESIDENT 
EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS? 

SECRETARY: WHEN YOU SPEAK OF THE MORAL QUESTIONS, I 
ASSUME THAT YOU ARE REFERRING TO THE ALLEGATIONS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN MADE THAT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPON IS A 
PARTICULARLY INHUMANE WEAPON. ANY NUCLEAR WEAPON IS 
A DEVASTATING WEAPON. INDEED, THE DAMAGE TO INDIVIDUALS 
WOULD BE LESS WITH ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS THAN WITH 
NON-ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS. 

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT THERE WOULD BE LESS COLLATERAL DAMAGE 
TO STRUCTURES AND THE LIKE. BUT IT IS ERRONEOUS TO SUG- 
GEST THAT THIS IS DESIGNED ONLY TO KILL PEOPLE AND, 
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THEREFORE, IS A MORE INHUMANE WEAPON THAN ANY OTHER 
NUCLEAR WEAPON. I THINK QUITE THE CONTRARY IS THE CASE. 

Q: CAN YOU SAY HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE US TO GET INTO 
FULL PRODUCTION OF THE NEUTRON BOMB FROM THE TIME OF 
PLANNING IF THE PRESIDENT GIVES HIS APPROVAL? 

SECRETARY: NO, SIR. I DO NOT HAVE HAT FIGURE, I'M 
SORRY TO SAY. 

Q: COULD YOU GIVE US A CATEGORICAL DENIAL THAT, (A), 

THERE ARE SOVIET OFFENSIVE WEAPONS IN CUBA OR MISSILES 
IN CUBA, AND, (B), THAT THEY ARE BUILDING A SUBMARINE 
BASE AT CIENFUEGOS? 

SECRETARY: I HAVE NO EVIDENCE WHICH WOULD SUPPORT THE 
FACT THAT THERE ARE ANY SOVIET NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN CUBA 
NOR DO I HAVE ANY INFORMATION WHICH WOULD SUPPORT AN 
AFFIRMATIVE ANSWER TO YOUR SECOND QUESTION. 

Q: COULD YOU GIVE ANY EXAMPLE OF RESTRAINT WHICH THE 
SOVIET UNION HAS SHOWN AS A RESULT OF OUR STOPPING OR 
ENDING THE ENTIRE U.S. ABM PROJECT - THE DECISION NOT 
TO DEVELOP THE B-l BOMBER - WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT 
THERE WILL BE SUCH A RESTRAINT ON THE NEUTRON BOMB? 

SECRETARY: THE SOVIET UNION HAS ABIDED BY THE TERMS OF 
THE ABM TREATY AND BY THE TERMS OF THE SALT I AGREEMENT. 

WE HAVE RECENTLY DONE A STUDY OF THAT, WHICH WE GAVE IN 
AN UNCLASSIFIED FORM TO THE CONGRESS, INDICATING 
THAT THEY HAVE ABIDED BY THOSE TWO AGREEMENTS. 

IF AN AGREEMENT IS REACHED WITH RESPECT TO MUTUAL RESTRAINT 
ARISING OUT OF THE DECISION WITH RESPECT TO THE ENHANCED 
RADIATION WEAPON, I WOULD EXPECT AND WE WOULD MAKE SURE 
BY ADEQUATE VERIFICATION THAT THAT WOULD BE THE CASE. VANCE 
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